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30t January 2012

The Editor

TES

26 Red Lion Square
London WCIR 4HQ

Dear Sir

We are deeply concerned that the Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, is
considering dropping the current requirement for new and refurbished schools to meet
the long accepted BREEAM ‘very good' standard for sustainable buildings. BREEAM is an
essential tool in helping to reduce energy demand from buildings, and critical if the UK is
to meet The Carbon Plan put info legislation only last December.

The BREEAM system remains the only broad measure of sustainability, including energy
consumption, used across the UK construction industry and is highly effective at delivering
high performing buildings at little additional cost. A capital cost uplift of 0.7% to achieve
the higher ‘Excellent’ BREEAM ratfing can deliver a potential yield of 25% in annual energy
use, with associated revenue cost savings. This is the kind of value for money efficiency
that the government is seeking across all areas of public spending, including education.

In addition to playing their part in reducing emissions of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere, school buildings have a role to play in helping pupils, their families and local
communities understand how sustainability works in practice. If the government is not
prepared to make school buildings sustainable, how can it expect other parts of society
to follow suit?

The Edge is a cross-industry group of building design professionals, many of whom have
long and recognised experience in school design. The Edge calls upon the Secretary of
State to maintain the BREEAM standard for schools and to support and encourage the
greening of the school estate.

Yours sincerely

Robin Nicholson CBE RIBA FIStructE, Edward Cullinan Architects & Convenor of the Edge
David Adams, Wilmott Dixon

Paddy Conaghan CEng MEI MCIBSE FConsE

Dr Francis Duffy CBE PPRIBA

Andy Ford CEng, President CIBSE, Mott Macdonald Fulcrum

Simon Foxell RIBA, The Architects Practice

Max Fordham OBE FReng PPCIBSE RDI, Max Fordham

Professor Bill Gething RIBA, Sustainability + Architecture

Dave Hampton C Env C Eng FCIOB MEI, The Carbon Coach and Director of the Society
for the Environment

Colin Haylock PRTPI, Haylock Planning and Design

Richard Lorch RIBA, Building Research & Information

Michael Pawlyn RIBA, Exploration Architecture & Founding Partner, The Sahara Forest Project

Adam Poole, Buro Happold

Sunand Prasad PPRIBA, Penoyre & Prasad

Professor Richard Simmons PhD

Chris Twinn FCIBSE MEI CEng, Arup Fellow

Elanor Warwick RIBA

Jane Wernick CEng FRENng FICE FIStructE FRSA Hon FRIBA, Jane Wernick Associates
Mark Whitby FREng PPICE, Davies, Maguire + Whitby
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